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junction with the Mississippi, and it had marked
the northern boundary of slavery in the Terri-
tories ceded by Britain. But was it to stop there?
Or should it be continued across the lands of the
Louisiana Purchase? The proposed new state of
Missouri would prevent this extension, for its
boundaries lay almost entirely to the north of
such an extended Mason and Dixon line. It
seemed to be the spearhead of an encircling
movement by the slave states to prevent the
further advance westward of free states. The
Northern states saw in this an attempt to extend
slavery throughout the great new Western lands
and to destroy the old division based upon the
Mason and Dixon line. When the bill to admit
Missouri as a slave state was introduced into
Congress, James Tallmadge, of New York,
carried an amendment in the House of Repre-
sentatives, prohibiting the further introduction
of slaves into Missouri and providing that all
children subsequently born there of slave parents
should be free at the age of twenty-live. The
Southern states were angered by this action and
the amendment was defeated in the Senate. The
controversy that occurred upon this issue was
'the fire bell in the night* which alarmed
Thomas Jefferson.

The outcome was a compromise, the Missouri
Compromise, adopted and enacted by Congress
in 18*0. It was agreed that Missouri should be
admitted as a slave state. At the same time it was
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